
PUBLIC MEETING #1
Tuesday 10.25.2016, 6-8:00 PM
Kappa Omega Chapter Building 
2020 State Street Harrisburg, PA



M
EE

TI
N

G
 A

G
EN

D
A

Agenda Items:

1. Introductions
2. Master Plan Process
3. Project Schedule
4. Project Goals
5. Site Inventory
6. Brain Storming Session
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H. Edward Black and Associates
Founded in 1972 in Harrisburg

Patrick 
Stasio, 
CPRP

Ed Black, FASLA, RLA
Project Principle

Christine Hunter, RLA
Project Manager / Designer

Betsy Davison, P.E. 
Project Engineer 
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Simone Collins Landscape Architecture
Extensive DCNR funded Park and Recreation Experience 

Peter M. Simone, FASLA, RLA
Public Participation Leader 

Sarah Leeper, RLA
Co-designer  / Public Participation Facilitator

Ryan Parisi, Landscape Architect
Project  LA 

Patrick 
Stasio, 
CPRP



Christopher Lankenau, AICP, 
Project Manager / Senior Associate

Te
xt

Urban Partners
Experts in Economic Analysis / Market Gap Analysis

Patrick 
Stasio, 
CPRP
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Patrick Stasio
Certified Park &  Recreational Professional 

Director of Upper Moreland Parks & Recreation
Community of 25,000 residents
20 parks, 370 acres of parks and open space
Responsible for maintenance, programming

Patrick 
Stasio, 
CPRP
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Transparent Public Process:
• 4 public meetings
• 6 committee meetings
• 4 focus groups
• Web survey 
• 15 Key person / agency interviews

“All voices are heard and 
honored”
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Potential Focus Areas:
• Entertainment Programming / Bandshell
• Pop‐Up Events / Beer Garden
• Restaurant / Cafe
• Business Retreat Center
• Farmers Market / Community Supported 

Agriculture
• Bed & Breakfast
• Weddings / Special Events
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• Increase overall use of the park.
• Attract a wider and more diverse cross section of park users 

than currently frequents the park and that includes local and 
non-local residents.

• Build new and lasting park user group constituencies.
• Create reasons to return to Reservoir Park again and again.
• Reestablish Reservoir Park as a source of pride for the 

community and City.
• Strive to create both short-term and long-term successes in the 

park.
• Respect the maintenance capacity of the City while making 

maintenance of the new Reservoir Park landscape a priority.
• Revitalize the park into a facility that is functional, 

environmentally appropriate and beautiful.

Expand, revise and & add new goals 
throughout the public participation. 



Bellevue Towers

Bishop McDevitt 
High School

State Capitol

National Civil 
War Museum

Bellevue Park
Neighborhood

Allison Hill

Magnolia Hill 
Apartments

Eastern View looking across west portion 
of park.

Flat Top

Devil’s Ditch



Fountain 
Gardens

Cell Tower

St
at

e 
St

re
et

State Capitol
The Honorable 
Eugenia Smith 
Family Life Center 

Levitt 
Performing 

Arts Pavilion 

Allison Hill

Play Ground

Eastern view looking across east portion 
of park.



The Honorable 
Eugenia Smith 
Family Life Center 

Levitt 
Performing 

Arts Pavilion 

Brownstone
Arts Village

Basketball 
Courts (4)

Playground

Reservoir 
Tanks(2)

Tennis 
Courts (3)

Pavilion

North west view looking across south 
east portion of park.



c. 1897

H
IS

T
O

R
IC

 S
IT

E
 A

E
R

IA
L

S Park dates back to late 1800’s and was 
expanded during the City Beautiful Movement

1905

c. 1915
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Beautiful Movement.  



1956

H
IS

T
O

R
IC

 S
IT

E
 A

E
R

IA
L

S Housing expansion to the east and north. 
Bandshell added; dense tree converge.
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Present 
Day
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park with the addition of modern water tanks 
and the Civil War Museum.
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Greenbelt helps to 
connect Reservoir 
Park to regional 
Facilities throughout 
Harrisburg
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Opportunities to Improve Park Access

• Greenbelt shares National Civil War Museum Drive
• Cars cut through park from State Street to Market St.
• Limited parking

• Pedestrian circulation limited in eastern half of park
• ADA access limited 
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Underground Reservoir
Highest Point
360° Views
Used for Museum Reenactments
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City Owed 
Largest Parking Area in Park
Dramatic Overlook
Special Event Rental Space
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Central area of Park 
Fountains not Functioning
Historic Detweiler Memorial Monument
High Maintenance Demands
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Brownstone and 5 Modern Buildings
Studio Space
Art Classes
Used mostly on weekends
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In disrepair.
Area is removed from park.
Is there a community group that could 
take “ownership”? 
Is there a another use?
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Replaced original open water reservoir
Murals help deter graffiti 
Dominate views from caretakers house
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Basketball courts well used
Limited parking in area
Private donor helping to rehab one court
Tennis courts under used
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Dramatic Gateway! 
Piers from Original Capitol Building
Pedestrian / Vehicular Entrance



P
L

A
Y

 G
R

O
U

N
D

9

Three eras of equipment
Space is larger then required
Heavy use by local community and 
daycare centers
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Historic Structure
Recent Repairs
Open for Seasonal Rentals

10
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1898 Park Superintendent Home
2014 Renaming Dedication 
Gardens rented for Weddings/Events
Building Underutilized 
Best Potential Reuse?

11
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Renovations Planned
In Past Received Funding from Levitt 
Foundation
Shakespeare in the Park Main Event

12
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300’ Climb from City Island to Flat Top

• High point of City
• ADA access a challenge 
• Spectacular view potential
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Design Challenges

• ADA access a challenge
• Suited for small scale and 

passive uses
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challenges to a constrained park staff. 

• Focal use areas are not maintained due to staff constraints
• Large non-use lawn areas absorb the staff maintenance time
• In some areas Trees block views



CONCEPTS

FACTS

Goals and Priorities for the Project: Initially broad, then 
specific: “Develop a Park Master Plan” or “Bring People 
into the Park”

Facts:  Existing land use, site conditions, outstanding 
natural resources, adjacent properties, existing trails, 

nearby open space sites, partners. 

Ideas for Attaining Project Goals:  Can be basic needs 
“Provide Restrooms” or larger ideas “Link to key Nearby 
Sites”, or “Provide Memorable Play Experiences” “Create 
Destinations within the Park”
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GOALS

SPECTACULAR
VIEWS

30 MILLION GAL
UNDERGROUND & 

TWO 6 MILLION GAL
TANK RESERVOIRS

PARK
87 ACRES

FACTS

“50 FOOT 
TALL WATER 

SLIDE”

CREATE OFF-ROAD
ROUTE FOR

CAPITOL AREA
BELTWAY

WALKING TRAILS

CONCEPTS

Master 
Site Plan 

Make Regional 
Connections

Bring the Local 
and Greater 

Community to 
the Park

SOUTH ALLISON HILL
HOMEOWNERS AND
RESIDENTS ASSOC. 

(SAHHRA)

CAPITAL REGION
WATER (CRW)

DCNR

PARTNERS
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Next Public 
Meeting:



Next Meetings:
Public Meeting #2: Wednesday 6-8:00 PM Location:
Initial Concepts / Feedback December 7th, 2016 Kappa Omega of Omega 

Psi Phi
2020 State Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17103

Web Survey:
Tell People about the Online Opinion Survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ReservoirPark 
(Active Wednesday Oct, 26th)

City Website:
http://harrisburgpa.gov/reservoirplan/



Contact Info: Please Copy Both

Christine Hunter
H. Edward Black and Associates
Bus: (717) 233-1026
E-mail: Christine.Hunter@heblack.com

Sarah Leeper
Simone Collins Landscape Architecture
Bus: (610) 239-7601
E-Mail: sleeper@simonecollins.com

Jackie Parker Department of Community & Economic Development
10 N. 2nd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
Bus: (717) 255-6508
E-mail: jparker@cityofhbg.com






	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45

